
INSTRUCTIONS MERRY MEMORIES
CZDESIGN 6x8 LAYERED TEMPLATES
These instructions and templates are for use in Photoshop (PS) and Photoshop Elements (PSE) only

WORKING WITH LAYERED TEMPLATES

Open the template and then make sure you also have your 

Layers Palette open. (View > Layers in PSE; Window > 

Layers in PS)

Open a paper or photo of your choice, Select All (CTRL 

+ A; CMD + A on a Mac), copy (CTRL + C; CMD + C on a 

Mac), then return to the template, click on the layer in the 

Layers Palette that you wish to modify and paste (CTRL 

+ V; CMD + V on a Mac). Your paper or photo should 

appear in a new layer directly above that layer in the 

palette. If not, click on your photo or paper in the Layers 

Palette and drag it directly above the layer you intend 

to clip into. Use the Move Tool to position your image 

directly over the target shape.

With the new layer highlighted, create a clipping mask (PSE: 

CTRL + G; CMD + G on a Mac; (PS: OPT + CTRL + G; OPT + 

CMD + G on a Mac) to clip it into the template layer shape 

below. It works like magic. You can also go to the Layer Menu 

and find the Create Clipping Mask command there. Repeat 

for each photo and paper layer.

CUSTOMIZING ELEMENT COLORS IN PS/PSE

To change the color of an element: Open the PSD file 

and then make sure you also have your Layers Palette 

open. (View > Layers in PSE; Window > Layers in PS)

To change the color of an element, click on its layer in the 

Layers Palette to highlight it, or click on it directly the 

Move Tool to select.

Next, go to Edit > Fill Layer (Edit > Fill in PS). Under 

Contents choose Color from the drop down menu. The 

Color Picker will come up. 

Use your mouse to select a color you want to use and 

be sure that Preserve Transparency is checked. Click 

OK and your layer element will change to the color you 

selected.

FONTS USED IN THE TEMPLATE

Title Font: Nickainley

Journal Font:  Open Sans

ALBUM TIP: I have included two title page designs in 

this template. One of them contains the type that I used 

exactly in my album, and that his been turned into a 

graphic so it will read on your computer. The other title 

page has free fonts that you can edit and change. I’ve also 

included a spine file that works with the Simple Stories 6 x 

8 faux leather album.

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M E  O N L I N E :

F A C E B O O K

T W I T T E R

I N S TA G R A M

W E B S I T E

Click on the image to 

see a video tutorial 

using this set!

https://www.dafont.com/nickainley.font
https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/open-sans?q%5Bterm%5D=Open+Sans&q%5Bsearch_check%5D=Y
https://www.facebook.com/CathyZielskeDesign
https://twitter.com/cathyzielske
http://instagram.com/czdesign
http://www.cathyzielske.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlROQSWkUhg

